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been assembled, a detachment was ordered to the beach at (p. 2)
Guibia, about a quarter of a league distant, where the natives all sup-
posed that the enemy would effect a landing. What men were available
in the city were detailed to defend the fortress and the entrance to the
haven with artillery of the fortress and from the ships in port.
At eleven o'clock that night ships smaller than those which had
been described began to pass the harbour. As many as thirteen or
fourteen sailed by the city and beyond Guibia Beach, without
approaching. The people remained on the alert but with some hope
that they were not bound for this city at all.
When the sun rose the small vessels which had passed by were
not in sight, but there was descried a fleet of seventeen heavy
galleons, some of them 400 and 500 tons burden. They began to
tack off the port without giving sign of any hostile intention, and so
they continued to do until ten in the morning of Saturday. By that
time the enemy had landed 2000 soldiers at the mouth of the Hayna,
where the river empties into the sea.
The city was entirely unprepared for this because between this
place and that point not only are there three leagues of the thickest,
most difficult jungle imaginable, but also in all the way not a drop of
water is available. This was reasonable assurance that such a landing
would not be made, up to the moment when certain horsemen, who
were patrolling the seashore, at eleven o'clock before noon brought
news to the effect that the English were advancing in two columns.
These came on, a little distance apart, fearing ambuscades.
The president ordered certain horsemen to go out with harque-
busiers to occupy the narrow approach through the bush, in order
to prevent them from emerging; but this order could not be executed
before their vanguard came out from the bush. Nothing was possible
but a brief stand, to entertain the enemy until the men who were on
duty along the river and in the harbour could come up.
When they had so come up, as well as everybody available in the
city, we were in all about 35 horse and 150 foot, so poorly armed
that nothing could be effected with these troops. On sighting the
enemy's vanguard, which at full speed was advancing straight upon
the city, so well armed and in the best order imaginable, the
commoner sort of the inhabitants abandoned their colours and
vanished into a bit of bush which is close to the city.
The few captains and persons who remained with them fell back
upon the city gates, to fire four pieces of artillery planted there, in order
to enable the women and children and other people who had remained
within the houses to escape by way of the river. This they did.